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U.S. Department 400 Seventh Street, S.W.
of Transportation Washington, D.C. 20580
Pipeline and

Hazardous Materials Safety
Administration

JAN 17 2006
Mr. John Anderson Ref. No. 05-0180

Airgas-SAFECOR
P.O. Box 20067
Cheyenne, WY 82003

Dear Mr. Anderson:

This responds to your July 7, 2005 email requesting clarification on shipping paper
descriptions under the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-180).
Specifically, you ask if it is permissible to split the proper shipping description between
two pages of the shipping paper.

Section 172.202(b) of the HMR requires the basic shipping description to be shown in
sequence with no additional information interspersed. The basic shipping description
must be easily recognizable and available to emergency responders in the event of an
incident. Section 172.201(c) permits information to be carried over to additional pages of
a shipping paper. Thus, depending on the format used, it may be permissible for a
shipping description to be split between two pages of the shipping paper. However, the
example you provided does not conform to the requirements in § 172.202(b) because the
additional information included on your shipping paper makes it difficult to identify the
complete shipping description.

I hope this answers your inquiry.

Sincerely,

J . Gale
Chief, Standards Development
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards
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Mitchell, Hattie <PHMSA> Shy D F“ O g Po RELs

From: John Anderson (SAFECOR) [John.Anderson@Airgas.com] -

Sent: Thursday, July 07, 2005 6:36 PM 05 0 ' %
To: Mitchell, Hattie <PHMSA>

Subject: Request for clarification on hazardous material shipping paper

Corporate eFax

from "802 7756+ <Corporate eFax from "802 775 6461" - 3 page(s)>>

Good afternoon,

Please review the following attachment with regard to our request for clarification. The computer
program being used for our hazardous material shipping paper will split the DOT proper shipping
description between two pages depending on the page break. You will find an example on page one
and two. The last entry on page one you will find nitrogen compressed and then at first entry of
page two you will find the hazard class and UN number.

We have recently been questioned by DOT enforcement personal about this practice. They have
said we can not split the DOT proper shipping description betweien two pages.

Can you please clarify if this practice in in compliance with 49 CFR?

Thank you.

John Anderson
Airgas-SAFECOR

P.O. Box 20067

Cheyenne, WY 82003
Phone 1-307-778-8809
Fax 1-307-778-7497
john.anderson@airgas.com
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